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C2 RISGTIAN VISITOR: 


OQ . l 

Terrestrial Heaven, danc’d round bv other THleavens 
‘That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps, 
Light a ve cht. fer thee alone, as seen 

In thee ncenir all their precious beams 

Of sacred intluence ! Mitton. 
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T'o the Christian Visitor. 


Your name, I should once have thought. 
entitled you toa degree of attention and ailee- 
tion. But for some years we have had so many 


christian names with so few chiristian things, 
that [ was a little suspicious of what you might 
be in reality. Your intreduction, however. was 


so direct and decent, that I resolved to give you 


a 


a cordial cage and treat you according to 
your prof ssion, so long as you do not belie your 
name in word or deed. You sce, then, the 
terms, on which your we lcome to my heart ; id 


to my house de pe nds. Bat whatever ma J ‘<. 
your future conduct, I cheerful ly rerder vou my 
thanks tor your friendly interviews. But if [ 


— 


é 
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» by my present communication, accomplish 
the imp se of my heart a h ee you will receive 


som oth noe more th: ne d thanks for your honest 
visits and christian services. My purpose is, te pur- 
sue (TB sub: ct of christian discretion In tem T- 
al affairs by a number of reflections, which liave 
arisen im my own mind, while thinking upon 


] 7 v7 ! ‘ a > Wr, 
what you have st gested on that subject in yo 


tcrmer m mi be * Sheuge | do not intend to 
compose dull, logical, pul itanica] sermon. yet 
| hope thet ne hes ‘you nor your readers will 
-owl, because | number the pe ints l wish to 

have noticed. cx t me say, then, 
1. ‘That if christian discretion in temporal! af- 


fairs be so important a duty, as you have shown 
it to be. tdlencss 1S highly sift lL \\ ith ut Gilt- 

ence and ux siry no person can exercise dis- 
ee a his tem, oral conc erns. Andie per- 


son Is culty of ore at fo ty ud wickedness. He 
certamly does not do his Seis, either in re 3] ect 
to his tem) oral or his eternal interests. In the 
scriptures idle ness is severely conde mned, and 
idle persons sharply reproved by the Spirit of 


' 
truth. Solomon savs—* The way of a , sletbetel 


man is as an hedge of thorns.” Again he SAYS, 


- Jothfulness casteth into a dee P slee p> and an 
ide soul shall sutfer hunger, Again—* The 


desire of the slothful killeth him; for his] hands 

refuse to labour.” And yet again—* Go to the 
ant, thou sluggird; consider her ways and be 
wise.’ Once more—* The s] uggard will pot 
plough by reason of the cold; therefere shal 
he beg in harvest and have nothing.” These 
texts are a few of what were proveros in Isra- 
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el respecting idleness. Paul, thoueh he had 
been * caugiit up to the third heaven—caucht 

p into paradise and heared unspeakable word: 
yet he did not forget that a great portior 
{ eatures and fellew christians lived on 
‘th and had bodies as well as spirits; and that 
1ey needed food and raiment and a multitude 
of material substances for their sustenance and 
comfort. Nor did he suppose that these wood 
ihines for the body could be obtained and en- 
joved, neal and relhwiously, without labo: 
and industry. Hence he said to his clirist: 
brethren—* This we commanded vou, that if 
any would not work, neither should he eat. For 
we hear, that there are some, who walk among 
you disorderly, working not at 


= se 


all, But ave bu 
bodies. Now them. that are such. we command 
and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that wit 


: ' ' ee. ] a’ 
quietness they work and eat their own bread. 


Now, Sir, | believe that there is no other part 
of the United Siates, in which the people are 
more diligent and active in their temporal affairs 
than the peop! e generally, throughout Iihode 
Island and Providence pl: antations. And proba- 
bly the inhabitants of this town ere a 
for industry among the larger towns in New 
ngland. Yet, Sir, as [have walke d ey streets 
‘s my business or my duty have required, | have 
thought I had seen a number of that ancient 
christian sect, which the apostle mentions in the 
vassage that I have last quoted ; and who “ work 
net at all but are e busy bellies.” But, to return 
to my mam point, 1 not only in the seri} tures, but 
in other books of moral and re ligieus instruction, 
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To accomplish these important purposes by 


be , 
re adi nL, it was stated in the second number, tirat 


it is necessary to read withattention. We now 


obse rve, that they, who would read profitably 


+) , . — . i ‘ 
and pleasantly, must im their reading have re- 


rm ' 
yard io syslem. They ought to have some | lon 


and met iod respecting the time. w lie h they 


will devote toreading. If they have ne system 
In this re spect, they will not pe psevere in read- 
ing so as to be profitab le. ‘They oughit, if 


pr seo 
sible, to consider and determine what part 
} } } i 
eacil di vy, or of Ci ch week the y can best devote 
; “tll at Se a. ee a ry 
to reading, that liieir reading mav hot interiere 
with other concerns am duties. Aud then oili- 
er concerns will net interfere with their roading. 


Besides, they sho | , _ . 
resides, they should fave some sysichh) th ree 
. ‘ | : ' ee P = ' rw 
spect to the books. which they read. biiey 
ON Bie ; sais my | eee 
ougul to propose, according to their best jug 


_ 


ment, to em: Loy the mse lves for a certi vin tiie 


: P ] » 3 

in reading books on theology, o1 i iogt iphy, © 

history, or poetry, or poiaaas OPV. lf for a time 
64u a } } : ! - 

hey propose to atiengd tO Lbooas on theoicyy, 


they ought to consider whether they will attend 


! 
to tire evide nees of rel! jot, Cr to the Goctlhints, 


. ~ at baa C - . 
vl to the ex Ie renee, rthe py ice Of retivich. 


! 
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la respect to t ie bocks which they WOuUlG Pera 
hi i 1 1? 4 i 

on other subiects, tiiev siculd have some Ceili 

i€ biect and thod AT ot] j _ 

niic Oo Weci. ali mciioau. vac List Gialkd SVsic il 

- wane _— . +) on 

micaaging Win serve to HX thei’ DoutGs am 

‘ | ° a  - » : . a} . 
mars tier progress. evsteml in reaagiug whi 
‘ 

prep ea person DOV reaaiig one t © lve read 

ano 1€ Wical pecuiia MiLeics ind a tliiaveé 
>» ' 

li verson adoes wot desire io vecome iCQu Ifil- 
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: ae 
he read books on these subjects? Ti he does 
not intend to become acquainted with histo. 


rv why should he read beoks of history 2— 


But if he does intend and desire te gain any ob 
{ best method in 


re vd wm, Wii render the pursull and attainment 


ect by re ding, the wisest atric 
q ae } rand nile: . 
of his obiect pI 1k, CASV ALM pueasant, li a per- 
; : J : ; 
son employ himself in reading, he ought to read 
ros 


for some purp se ind have some system 1 his 


reading. <A principal benefit of a public educa- 
j hace 

tion arises {trom the system, that ts established 
and pursued in respect to the attainment of lit- 
erary amd scientific accomplishments. But eve- 
ry person, who will exercise a small degree of 
reflection and diccretion, nay determme what 


method it would be wise for him to adopt in 
reading in respect to time, subjects and bouks. 


“~ 


A } un—In rea ling a person shouid always 
aimat his ownimprovement. No person should 


real merely for his amusement. As all man- 
kind are by nature and as they generally are by 
pra ‘tice, if amusement be then obj: ct 1D i¢ ad- 
m2, they would read such books, as are useless 
or pernicious. They would read such bocks, 
as would ratify asellish and sinful spirit and 
hasten their progress m wickedness and insure 
and complete their wretchedness. But al! per- 
sons should consider that they are rational and 
accountable creatures; and that they are under 
the government of their holy and rirhteous Cre- 
ator. They should constantly remember that 
they are now for a short time in a state of trial 


j + So > age gel . ‘ . | 
and are rapidiy forming their characters for the 


retributions of eternity. In such a state and 
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0 


with such prospects they are bound, by eve ry 
solemn and ailecting motive, to promote their 
own lunprove ment in whatever Is richt and love- 
ly in the sight of God. As readme mi er 
books in a proper manner is a great means of 
promoting their knowledge, irtue. usefilness 
and hi: appiness ; so they shi ‘ld. ways atiend to 
reading for their own improveme nt in these im- 
portant respects. [If they read tor their im- 
provement in these respects, they wil! not 
read useless and pernicious books. But they 
wil read good and proper books m a_ wise 

ind proper manner, They wil read attentive- 
i. candidly, cautiously, diligently, seriously and 
pr <Npree: Let persons only propose and pur- 


' 
sue in their reading the creat and proper ¢ biect. 
which is tie ir own Improvement in every ex- 
cellent and amiable attainment ; and then they 


will not readin vam. But if a person does not 
! 


desire. nor design to be any better for reading, 
ae ne * Sage } 
he wil! not read for any good 


_ _— rt} 
.A 
wrpoese nor Whii 


| i 
he read in a proper manner. but ~— person ‘ 
as will consider and understand wi iy ti ys he wild 
ad, will easily perceive and know rt we they 
shoul I read. : 


Vve ex pet t and requ st oul readers to ne;Tr- 


' 


- .~s f 2 a cr 
mit the sermotriixe formahty of aiew obriei 


1. They, who have the holy scriptures, are 
favored witha most precious privilege. ‘The 
ho! ly seriptures are the “i of G = which he 


) ° 
h is give n fur ne Anstrut . ho! ass aind S4:Va- 


tion of i INOTalit, § uful an : ountiy creatures. 
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2. In connection with the si ubject of 1 ‘eading 
we are reminded of the immense im Iportanes of 
the art of printing. It is about four hundred 
years since this art was invented. ‘To this art 
we are indebted for the ease and cheay RCSE, 
with which books are multiplied and obtained in 
modern times. Without this art but few per- 
sons would be able to possess a copy of any 


3, This subject shows the importance of 
learning to read in early life. This 1s so com- 
muon in this country, th it it rarely excites any 

reat degre eof attention. But creat favors are 
not the less because they are common. Insome 


‘ i a, ee oY _ ! ane me 
parts of the worid tuere are no readers and no 


. cies! te 4 
4, It must he exceeaing'y important to fur- 
°® ‘ 1 
oper books,— 
isare formed in 


early life, that are not easily removed. 


} : — 
5. We may perceive the benet.s, that might 
. - e . } ' . 1} 
be ained from social libraries. Such libraries, 


' ‘If os } " 
r} ly formed, weuild furnish wood books at a 


: ' ' 
snail expence. | ney promote a comm 
terest, ailection and iric: 
— a > times. & tnanistow sos Mme 
aCaGYvesseu 19 tils Cengere FaUIGh 2 Miia Cr In .\e@ We 

‘ — . } 1) pert ar . ¢ 
En rhe nd observed, more than thiriy years ago 
| e : . ae 
* the benefit of the brary, you have all pel haps 


more or less experience d; and to its happy in- 
fluence owe in a great measure yeur eeneral 


. ‘ lis . } *s 
c aracter as a relig yus and mrelligent pe 
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- ° \ ° ‘ ss ‘ 
The welfare of the risin. generation. 


Hlaving mentioned in the last number of the 
Visitor, that its is HEcessary to the welfare of the 
rising vrener tion, at the ys hould | have health 


of body and be accustomed to domestic subor- 
dination: we now request tue attention el our 
i 
! : - , 
readers to some oOlner sug@estions on the sub- 


« ln earl / hai t of gaint we / noule lve 1S mece: sary 
to their welfure. 

Knowledge is. necessary to render persons 
land hapy y. Though a person 
may dies hic! h des grees of knowlecee, Willie 
out the other qi ralities, v ich have been met- 
ec ye t these ron ch cannot be possess \ 
witheut knowledge, Knowledge is necessary 
to whatever js excclie.t m human characters. 
lf human beings would advance in whatever is 
truly excellent, they must constantly increase 
their fund of knowledge. For this purpose an 
habit ef a juiring knowledge must be formed 
imearly tife. Inthe |i terary ¢ ducation of young 
persons, their mental hab its and exertions ought 
to be the prineipal object. If they d 
an habit of attention and imguiry, and if their 
own faculties are not brought imto proper ex- 
ertion, their progress in knowledge will cease 
with the efforts of their instructors, But if the 
young ac quire an habit of gaining useful know- 
ledve and of exerting their ment: al faculties in a 
proper manner, they will have accomplished < 


noust important object. Such an habit is of 


virtuous, useful 


onot form 
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1 ! : 
more vaiue than the present possession of much 
| ' ‘ ie aie } ’ 
kuowledve ia young persons without the ability 
: 4 * » | e 


é : a ‘eer 
d dis position to micreasre it Dy their own exer 


\- 
r " nye TPR “eh 
ons Vo f rm an haovit oi faining knowledge, 
1 4 > = ‘ j = . . } 
whatever is studied by young persons ought to 
be thoroughly learnt. but that metuod of m- 


struction, wlueh is generhlily most pleasing to 
parents and children and consequently most 
praciis od by teachers, serves rather to inilate 
the minds of y« une persons than to exercise and 
strenethen them mental faculties. Net to fill 
the minds of young persons ¥ ith notions, but to 
form an habit of gainme real knowledge is the 
proper design of their literary education. If 
such an habit be formed in early hfe, it will 
have a great and happy influence upon the wel- 
fare of the risiag generation in the successive 
perious of their present existence. In respect 
to rejizious 


sul yee there is found much reason 
to regret, that so fev persons formed in early 
life an habit of acquiring correct knowledge. 
On this account many persons, whe would be 
thought to be pious, are pained by correct and 
aceurate struction on religious subjects. An 
early habit of gaming knowledge is ne cessary to 
the progress of the human mind in whatever is 
excellent and useful. Sucli an habit should be 
a principal object of attention in promoting the 
welfare of the rising generation. 
Karly habits of industry are necessary to their 
. we ifare. 

Such children, as are required every d Ly to 

do something, that may be called labor, are 
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more happy than those, who spend their pre- 
cious moments in idleness or diversions. No 
present circumstances, in which young persons 


can be liced, aitord any security agaist their 
being reduced, in future, to the necessity of 
working for their own maintenance. Such pers 


sons, as are not wdustrious in some profession 
an! employment, whether they be tn needy or 
giiluent circumstances, are a burden, if not a 
nuisance to the community, Soine | ind of la- 


bor either of the body or of the mind, iS both 
the duty and the privilege of mankind in the 


present iste. And it 1s enjomed upon every 

. ‘ , © ry ' ' “0 
i rson in the word of God. lo the church of 
the 7] | 


he Thessalomans the apostle writes, * Even 
when we were with you, this we commanded 
vou, that if iny wou d not work, neither should 
he eat. F r we hear, that there are some 


S 


i 1 ee. ‘ 
among you, wio walk disorderly, working not 


 . cm a l nT or 

at all, but are busy bodies. Now them, that 

. ] S } i 4 | . I 

are such, we command and exhort by our Lord 

7 . 1 . . , al 

Ji sus Clirist, that with quietness they work and 

eat (herr own bread.” [i appears, then, that 

a sg 

labur is enjomned as a serious duiv upon every 
: a : ae Pena ‘ = 

person by the Inghest authority. Ard surel: 

Ss —— PE 9 , , ‘ 

this duty should be so performed as to answer 

ite roner | cil ¥ oT a a bes } — e | 

1cS prope r ae AES ») answer his GCsrikti @ 


persons ouglit in early life to form an habit of 
labor and industry, that they may be masters of 
the business in which they may be engaged and 


— 


be rthy of confidence and ei } t . 
je wortny o connaence ana eciipios ment. iN< 


young persons should ever be allowed to sup- 
pose, that they can be either honorable or hi pp 
py, without an habit of attention and fidelity in 
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the performance of some useful labor. Such 

an habit is necessary to their health, their yir- 

tue and happiness. 

Real piety is tndis) 0 sably necessary to the we Mt re 
of the rising generation. 

1 


Viithout a holy heart and holy conduct. no 


person can egjoy peace in his own mind, or be 
blessed with the friendship and favor of God 
"| iP -ercise ( f thi ~ itlec tions al d the per- 
formance of those duiies, which are taucht and 
rec edin the seriptures, are uecessary to the 
' rta the eternal blessedness of 


j . } ne } tel esnecis, | cy 
‘ destitute of Y. ' e hateful and un- 
y ¢ ure Aud they wil re in 
through life, at death aud forever, unless they 


Pp i 
revent. fear God and keep his commands. But 


‘ Ser ee a 
fort and enjoyment during all the changes and 
sorrows of the present life. “They will triumph 


over the kine of terrors. And beyond the 
| 


] ni ' . ‘ 
erave they will be in the presence of God, 
P ' . . - 4 ee . 1: . 
where there is fulness of joy; and at his richt 


ires for evermore. 
’ . ! 
i 


, 
hanc. where there are pleas 
, : 
ie relation of the 


a if F neti} 
l’o the wcilale {m ralina t 


. , . : , 4 1 
gospel is the one thing needful. Whaiithout the 
' - ; 
nowledee. experience and enjoyment ef thus 
religion, the rising generation, however they 


4m 


miv be favored in other re pects, must De oF 
4 1 
ever unhappy. 
‘ *. 
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Jesus Christ the only perfect and prop- 


ey example of christians. 


‘There is but one perfect example to be found 
in the whole world; and that 1s Christ’s. When- 
ever christians setup any other example for 
their imitation, they depart from their duty and 
expose themselves to danger. Yet many are 
led astray by this unwise ‘ond unhappy conduct. 
Christians are extremely apt to make one anoth- 
er the standard to follow and the pattern to im- 
itate. This is easter and more agreeable to 
their imperfect views and feelings than it is to 
keep the perfect example of Jesus Christ con- 
stantly before their minds. They therefore 
measure ihemsclyes by others and think the y 
may doas others do. And they are especially 
induced to follow those, whom they love and 
esteem. ut how far from absolute perfection 
in their moral charaeter and conduct are the 
best christians in this life! If any christian 
follows no better example than other christians 
set, they will follow a very imperfect exam- 
ple. And if they will turn “from christians to 
Christ, they wilihen see their imperfection.— 
The life of Christ is a mirror, in which they 
may clearly see themselves. Into this mirror 
they ought to look and take the true measure 
of their "christian character ; and see whether 
they are gomg backward or forward in their 
christian course. If they compare themselves 
with Christ impartially, “they will undoubtedly 
discover great im -ertection in themselves and 
occasion for humit ven and self abasement.— 


8 
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{f they will keep Christ in view, they will s 
how inconsistent y t.ey act in following the ex- 
ample of the world. This many c hris stian pro- 
fessors did in the ap ostle’s day, which was ver y 
grievous to him and to exem; plary christians.— 
Hence he said, * Many w alk, of whom I have 
told you often and now tell you even we eping, 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ 
wi end is destruct mn, whose God is aie 
belly and whose glory is in their shame, who 
mind earthly things.” Many professors of re- 
ligion at this d: ay act as inconsistently with their 
dut y and profession, as did those, whem the a- 
postle describes. ‘They conform to the lan- 
guage of the world and speak as the world 
ameak 4 : the y conform to the spirit of the world 
and feel as the world feel; and they con- 
form to the pursuits of the world and follow 
what the world follow. This frie ndship with 
t! re world is enmity to God and highly dis _— = 
ng to Christ. He : was not of this world, or 
conformed to it mm his thoughts, or Sioa: or 
words, or actions. They, whe follow the worid, 
do not follow Christ, but oppose him. 
consistent then is the conduct of such versons, 
as profess to be foliowers of Christ and yet re- 
aily follow this foolish, sinful and false world.— 
But if christians would follow Christ, they weuld 
he i and appear to be exceedingly beautiful. Aud 
they would be as formidable, as they would be 
beautiful, even in the eyes of the world. ‘IT hey 
would then walk-straightly and aranys in the wa Ly 
of truth and duty and they could not be ensnar- 
ed nor surrounded by their spiritual eneuies.— 


How in 
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The pro fessors of religion may easily determine 


i in view of Christ’s ex: sample, whether they are 
D- real christians. Do they mean to follow the 
y example of Christ ?—There are two sorts of re- 
a ligious professors, who may determme that they 
'e are not real cliristians. One sort consists of such 
x, s  persons, as do not mean to follow Christ’s exam- 
ts © ple. And the other sort consists of such per- 
ir sons, as mean to act contrary to it. And are 
10 there not some religious pr ofessors, who attempt 
ee to destroy the cause, which Christ lived oe 
ir died and reigns to maintain and promote ?— 
a- They, who are not with Christ in word and 
ne deed, in heart and life, are against him and are 
not real christians. 
| 
n- meen 
w 
th = Phe importance of constancy in the 
S* exercise of holy affections. 
or 
or There is great reason to fear, that christians 
d, generally are far from maintamng a proper 
ne sense of the importance of living in the constant 
iS, exercise of holy and divine affections. They 
e- know, that Ged has promised eternal life to the 
— first exercise of holy love and saving faith. And 
i if they can find evidence, that they have exer- 
ad ~ cised such faith and love, they are ‘apt to imag- 
be ine, that it cannot be ver ‘y import: ant to live in 
ey the continual exercise of holiness. And thus 
ay they abuse the precious doctrine of the final 
i's perseverance of real saints. But though abso- 
-_ lute constancy in the love of God is not neces- 
i 
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sary in order to final salvation, yet it is very 
Important on various accounts. : 
The constant exercise of holy affections is 
important in order to overcome the world. The 
world is a secret and poweriul enemy to chris- 
tians. It contains ten thousand objects, which 
are calculated to engage the atiention and at- 
tachment of christians. Whether they are 
rich or poor, whether they are high or low, 
there are some worldly objects constantly tend- 
ing to draw away their attention and their af- 
fections from God. Of this he has forewarned 
them and charged them to guard against it.— 
He | nas said—* Be not confermed to the world. 
And again— ‘ Lov e not the world nor the thas as 
of the world: for if avy man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.” Now 
there isno wa ; to com; ly with these prohibi- 
tions, but to co mp y with the precept—* Keep 
‘curselyes in the love of God.” While they 
= this, no woridly object can make an undue 
im pressio n on their minds. ‘The love of God 
necessarily excludes the love ef the we — and 
guards the heart against its powertul influence. 
Christ kept himself constantly in the love of 
God, which effectually guard led him against the 
men, the manners, and the things of the world. 
Ai id so long as christians keep themselves in 
the love of God, the whole world cannot make 
them swerve from the path of duty. But the 
moment they neglect to keep themselves in o 
love of God, Weg trifles and vamties, as well ; 
the men of the world, are suflicient to pa 
them from the path ef duty mto the way of 
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transgressors. It is, therefore, of serious im- 
vortance, that they should keep themselves in 
the love of Ged, while they live and act in a 
world altogether hostile to their holiness and 
a piness. It is only by the exercise of that 
faith, which flows from love, that they can 
overcome the world. 
It 1s important for christians to keep them- 
selves in the love of os, in order to overcome 
Satan, their grand adversary, Ged has not left 
the im ignorant of his devices. He has told them, 
that their adversary the devil, goeth about as 
a roaring lion, see king whom he may devour. 
And he has recorced some striking instances of 
his malignant and successful attempts to injure 
and destroy the righteous. Hence it becomes 
christians te arm themselves against this potent 
and subtil enemy. But it is only in the exer- 
cise of love, that they can resist and overcome bis 
evil suggestions and fiery darts. While they 
keep themecly es in the love of God, he can do 
them no harm. ‘This their great leader 
has shown them by his own example. tle 
was violently attacked by satan forty davs 
and forty nights. But his love to God shield- 
ed him frot n all the assaults of Sata».— 
And it is in this way only, that his followers can 
gain the victory over the same enemy. Satan 
knows, that christians are as weak as other men, 
while they are not in the exercise of love ‘o 
Ged. And it is this, which prempts him to use 
every art and device to draw them into sin and 
engage them in his service. It highly concerns 


them, therefore, to keep themsely es in the love 
&* 
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of God, at all times and under all circumstances. 
‘They never know at what time or by what 
means Satan may assault them, which makes it 
necessary for them, to be always prepared tu 
repel his attacks. He may attack them, while 
they are idle, or while they are busy; while 
they are engaged in their secular or religious 
concerns. So “that it is only by keeping them- 
selves constantly in the love of God, that the "y 
can keep themselves secure from his malignant 
power and influence. 

3. Christians must keep themselves in the 
love of God, in order to keep covenant with 
him. They have enga ged to keep all his com- 
mandments, and the law of love « among the rest. 
His people of old covenanted to keep the w hole 
law, which required them to love him with alt 
the heart, with all the soul, with all the mind, 
and with all their strength, When this law 
was first given to them with the greatest so- 
lemnity at mount Sinai, they all said with one 
voice, “all, that the Lord our Gud has com- 
manded, we will do and be obedient? And 
every professor of christianity engages to walk 
in all the commandments of the Lord blame- 
less. This covenant respects the feelings of 
the heart, as well as the actions of tha life. 
Chentions promise internal as well as external 
obedience. They promise to feel right as well 
as to act right. Tieir covenant, therefore, oblig- 
es them to feel and to express true love at all 
times and in all ther conduct. If, then, they 
at any time fail of feeling and expressing true 
love, they fail of keeping coyenant with God. 
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They violate their own voluntary engagements 
to fim. Andif this be tenes itis of great im- 
portance, that they siiould always hecp them- 
selves in the love of God. 

4. This is likewise important in order to 
keep covenant with one another. They are 
commanded to love as brethren; and to let 
brotherly love continue. These commands 
they engage to keep. But the y cannot keep 
them, unless they keep themselves in the love 
of God. God requires them to exercise the 
same kind of love to one another, which he re- 
quires them to exercise towards lim. For they 
are to love his holy image iuistaimpt upon their 
brethren. They cannot leve God and hate their 
brother; nor love their brother and hate God. 
In a word, they cannot maintam that brotheriy 
love which they en gage to maltain, unless they 
keep the mselves in the love of God. Nor can 
they perform any other part of their covenant 
witho ut this. They covenant to _reproy e, re- 
buke, exhort, and, if the case requires, to dise- 
pline one another according to the laws of Christ. 
But they do not keep covenant, when they re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort, or discipli ine, unless they 
do these duties in love. They are commanded 
to do all these things in charity, that islove. It 
is as important, therefore, that christians keep 
themselves continually in the love of God, as it 
is to fulfil their covenant engagements to cach 
other in these respects. Besides, they engage 
to hold communion together in calling upon God, 
in hearing his word and in attending bis sacred 
ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s supper.— 
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But there can be no communion without union, 
and no 1 ile “a without love. They may sit to- 
eether | » house of Ged and at the table of 
the Lo: 1 ake ut fulfilling their covenant to 
each other, to hold communion together. This 
ean be performed only in the exercise of mutu- 


al love. Every contrary feeling 1s inconsistent 
with holy communion. They must love as breth- 
ren, according to their covenant engagements. 
lence their own free, voluntary, solemn cove- 
nant with each other requires them to keep 
_— selves in the love of Ged. 

. li is important, that christians sho mid ke ep 
the emmselves in the wine of Ged, m order to maine 
tain a well grounded hop e of future happ ness, 
"To this — the apo ctle hi as partic ular re fore nce, 
whenhe savs—* Ke ep yo urseives in the love ot 
Ged.” For he then adds—* locking for the 
mercy of eur Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 
life.” The eontinued exercise of hely love 
gives the plainest and best evidence to christians, 
that they are born again, that they are pardon- 
ed and ae ce} pted of God and stand entitled to 
everlasting fe licity. While they are conscious 
of loving Ged since rely, they may know that 
God loves them. For he has expressly said, “I 
love thei that love me.” And the ap ostle John 
says—* We know, that we have passed from 
death unto life ; because we leve the brethren. 
if we love one another, God dwelleth tm us and 
lis love is perfected in us. Hereby know we 
that we dwel! in him and he in us, because he 
hath given us his spirit. God is love and he 
that aweileta im love dweileth in God and God 
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inhim.” So long as christians dwell in love, 
they heave: he witness in themselves, that they 
are children of God and if children then heirs ; 
hes of God and jomtheirs with Christ, But 
when they neglect to keep themselves in the 
love of God, their hopes languish and sometimes 
are enurely lost. I!, therefore, they would live 
in hope, and enjoy the happy prospect of eter- 
nal _ they must keep themselves in the love 
of God, which casteth out fear and doubt and 
creates holy trust and confidence in the divine 
promises to all true saints. The preceding il- 
lustration of the importance of constancy in holy 
aticctions suggests a tew remarks. 

il. We may hence see the great dec -eitfulness 
of the human heart. It chiefly consists nthe m- 
constancy of its affections. It is like a deceitful 
bow. So far as christians trust in their own 
hearts, they will always be deccived. In this 
respect all profe ssors of religion have been more 
or less deceived. When the y profess religion 
they intend well. With such intentions the v 
resolve to do their duty and enter into covenant 
with God and their brethren. But, alas, how 
many have failed of keeping their covenant and 
of doing their duty through the inconstancy and 
deceitfulness of their hearts. 

2. We may see how the world gain the acl 
vantage over christians. It is by their negli- 
gence. The God of this worid and the men ot 
this world are always constant and fa ithful to 
themselyes. T hey never let their hearts slide 
from the constant exercise of selfish affections. 
But rea! christians often neglect to keep their 
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pe arts; then they enter the ground of their en- 

nies and are insnared and taken into captn ity, 
The world have neither power nor wisdom to 
enslave or msnare real christians, if christ- 
ians do not, by their negligence, unfaithfulness 
and unwatchfulness, put themselves into the 
hands of the world. If christians would keep 
theinselves constantly in the love of God, as 
they ought to do , they would rise far above the 
world and all its Gitual signs, vanities and tempta- 
tions and dwell in God and be safe and happy 
under the shadow of his wings. 

3. We may see the inconsistency of real 
christians in neglecting to keep themselves in 
the love of God. When they cease to exer- 
cise holy ailections, they act inconsistently with 
their known duty. They break their own sol- 
emp and holy resolutions. They act against 
their sincere and honest declarations. And 
they act against their highest beauty, honor and 
happiness. ‘Their inconsistency is the sin, the 
chame , the weakness and the misery of real 
christians. His incons stancy and ine nsis tency 
made the apostle exclaim ; “O wretehed ms 
that lam! whoshall deliver me from the 
body of this death 2?” 4. Declining christians 
are ina most unhappy state. They are the 
most unhappy persons on earth. = state of 
declension, they turn even their religion, their 
only sup nee and comfort and ey against 
themselves. They are like S sampson when the 
Philistines took him and put out his eves and 
brought hin down to Gaza and bound him with 
fetters of brass ; and he did grind in the prison- 
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house.” And then their enemics bring them 
out into public notice to make sport. How un- 
happy are unwatchful and unfaithful christia ns, 
when by their negligence and disobedience tey 
cease to keep themselves in the love of God 
and incur his holy displeasure. 

Christians are bound and urged to use all 
the means, with which they are favored, to 
keep themselves in the exercise of holy aliec- 
tions. "These means God has appe inted to guule, 
guard, support, defend, comfort, and encourage 
has people m their a :wiul and dangerous wart.ie. 
ee if they are wise and would be safe, they must 
keep the sword of the Sarit, which ts the word 
of God, in them hands and in their hearts, 
Tuey must meditate day and might upon dive 
truth. ‘They must watei unto prayer. ‘They 
must remember and sanctify the holy and biess- 
ed day of the Lord. They must enter the 
house of God with faith, hope, joy and pra 
They must sanctily themselves that they may 
come to God with clean hands aud pure hearts, 
ia his holy ordinances. They must keep near 
to God in all the means he has appomted for 
their presery; at ion and advancement m inowl- 
edge, holiness, comfort and happiness. By the 
coustant, holy, faithful and thankful use of ‘these 
means, they are bound to keep their hearts with 
all diligence, and to keep themselves at all times, 
and in “all places, and in all things, “2a lie love 


of God.” 
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Skeleton of a Sermon, 


Jos xix. 29, For wrath bringeth the punishments 
of the sword. 


Doctrine —It is through the wrath of God, 
that the evils of war are brought upon nations. 
‘To illustrate this subject it is proposed, 

1. To show that the evils of war are brought 
upon nations through the wrath of God; and, 

If. ‘To inquire why God should, in his wrath, 
bring upon nations the evils of war. It is pro- 
posed, 

I. To show that the evils of war are brought 
upon nations through the wrath of God. 

1. The evils of war are threatened, in the 
word of God, as an expression of lis dis- 
pleasure. 2. God has often brought upon 


. 
nations, with whem he was displeased, the 


evils of war. 3. The evils of war are weil 
suited to express the wrath of God against na- 
tions. 

Il. To inquire why God should, in his wrath, 
bring upon nations the evils of war. 

1. ‘his he does as a fulfilment cof his threat- 
enings. 2. This he does, asa proper manifest- 
ation of his real character. 3. This he does as 
an evidence of his future and mghteous decisions 
at the Mual judgment of the world. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

1. The existence of war has given decist:e 
evidence of the divine displeasure ag unst Mane 
kind. 2. There is reason to believe, that wars 





iCH, 


enls 


70d, 
Lous. 


ught 
pa, 
rath, 


pro- 
ught 


the 
dis- 
upon 
ihe 
weil 
st na- 


rath, 


ireat- 
ufest- 
ges as 
1s100S 


cis!’ e 
thiall- 
, Wars 


; 
3 
; 


023. VISITOR. 97 


will yet greatly prevail on the earth. 3. We 
may see whiy the evils of war have generally 
been attended with so much distress. 4. God 
may give to the worst of men great success in 
war. He may use the worst of men as instru- 
ments of his vengeance upon wicked nations. 
It is evi lenee of great wickedness in man- 
kind, that they ee become worse under 
the judgment of war. ‘The evils of war will 
be felt by the nations, “until they remove the 
cause of the divine displeasure by ‘thorough and 
holy reformation. 7. If the nations, with whom 
God is angry, do not ws. they will be de- 
stroyed from the earth. 6. T hey, who do not 
realize the wrath of God. in the evils of war. 
are not rightly affected under these evils.— 
They who truly love their country, will la- 
ment the sins, which offend and displease God. 
10. We may easily see in what state of the na- 
tious. war will cease. It will be when “carth 
repents and hell des spars. - th. 2 te people 
of the United States would avoid the evils of 
war, they must remove the sins, which provoke 
the wrath of God. 12. Let every person who 
fears God and regards man, make a wise and 
faithful application of this subject to himself. 
4g 
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EX TRACYS,. 


Christ the Christian’s Friend. 





IT t t¢ nde .« com! s mac 1 o 1 
| té¢ é in the e things t 1 i 
| We have injured him 1¢ ‘ ‘ 
int erse and have | t etoa t , 
him to ange han ever was ad to any othe A \ 
compal tively ta very sm 1 é ti i 
hip to him ; is a mere notl x, compared to wh 
t lave rnd he is stv thy ol } y " ral \ 
’ ne st pidity, and ise } tit i in 
and respects act a most foolish, wi ked and unfriendly pa 
him, b? which they are violating the most sa i . 
iship, and the highest imaginable o igaul s No ft 
it iver vould ar such treatme and yet ¢ if 
r id friendshiy; And was he t meek, tende F 
’ e ar 1 oug ng be j any 1 r 2 ‘ , 
suca ft atment and ! ist t{himasto with y 
ship, aud renounce n forever But as a tender faih 
ih i , so he |] eth his friends ; he is long-suff 
c ! ider me , and ready to 1 ive a 
foily, and W ot his love. tie wall forgive n 
ven t s vy, but seventy time eveu; yea, without any 
$ 0; liis loving kindness he will not utte 
the + t lIness to fail We 1 as j 
‘ «in his tr rent of his friends when he was o 
iheyt ined 1 great decree ignorant t unteach 
ihey were i tentive, stu- 
r DE er and degree th was 
cri } Yet he bore with them, and forcave 
5a cont {his levea odness to them. He continu- 
» treat them with the lerness and love He « 
lv at ltot ¢ l laboured for their good | 
ve g b c e them gre; In the ast hour ft hi 
when the dreadful scene s sufferings for his people 1 
h ; 4 t¢ r i loa ta hin 
» their V es { t case, i} rot i 
€ cil und it thre 


























senor . . e ( 
1823. VISITOR. % 
CH, 
« t il . i the I t 1 Y 4 ' 
} te ier a re ¢ eo 
" nn tra rf may every one « iis true i pice 
an ’ ved, and this is my end.—Hoy 
—_— 
end - 
j 
{ 
Quest ym the Atonement 
ihe oh WUCSLION On 1e CilO rent. 
if 
cy ‘ 
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<< hy t 
; bee1 cessarv,. i »a em eC] ade. that ishime 
\ t j 
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contempt, the cont tw fall ¢ liv <« the ‘ s i ba 
, , & 
- 2 his authority will be despised and his governs { weaken i 
— as the contempt snali inc! se. which may be expect it cre 
’ lu pro tion to the neglect of executing the law, the aivi . 
ve ¢ } wil at 
, all ernm t will appreach nearer and nearer to a dissoiution, | at 
them ‘ . 
length it will be totally annihilated. 
itlany 
y i Rat wh ‘ = . } +4 : seftence. ine ust 
’ but when moral creatures are brouvht into ex . 
iT u ie . y lo 
x be amoral government. It cannot be reconcileG witi = 
vas ol ’ ¢ : . i} 1 
and goofness of God, to make intellicent creatures ana ica ‘ 
, 
ca - ry the ] 
vee at rat n. Without moral law and government. hrs 1 n Ga 
>, Sstu- - > , , 
3 tate ol reason nthe nature of things. Besides tl na : 
t was » 
wm s. we lial in the present instance fact, to assist our re a: 
rgave : : 
fod ath in fact given a moral law and establisned a morai 
ontinu- : “an 
ernment over his intelugent creatures. =o that We have Cif ‘ 
ie cone ; 
" " proof, that infinite wisdon } mines id ed it » ben t 
1, an , | 
to put intelligent creatures under mora LW al é j 
s of his i 5 
in order toa moral law, there must be a penalty ery t 
e Wi : i 
Y his : i: mere ivice, but no law. Jn order to } rt the auu y 
1m- 
j ‘ i vi r of thislaw, the penalty must be inflicted on t gress 
iseii to ers hi laliy be den munced indecd, but er inflict ; uve 
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law comes no law, as re y as | ty had been 
1 to it As well n t hav been mad 
| a, as. that a Aw spe pu ed with all the mos 
! I ‘ 1 thes ¢ ed Na 1 some 
‘ pe ti iu ha t i 1 « 4 
Tespe t would m tte and 1 e recor eavie with 
the « ie perte i it w 1 be iore censistent, and show 
ina i gisiator is not ig rant. either of his< wantol |} Ww 
e; carry a law into efie roof the righis of his s s, or of 
t ‘ between ht and wr But to« ic 4 Wand 
et execute il, impuies 1 weakness of s e ind or other e:the 
an error of igment, ora us sness of a depraved ce ul 
i r ° law, or a W tof | wer to carry it into effect, or ! 
othe ect Vherefor cha procee g this i honorable 
and contemptible ; and by it, both the w aud legislator not only 
appear ia a contemptible ent, Dut re; 'y are contemptible. 
Hence, to exe te the threatening of the divine lay iz neces- 
ry to preserve the « ignity ind authoriiy of the law. and i the 
author of if, and to the very existence of the divine moral verue 
new it is 10 iiipe achment of the Givine power and wi lom, to 
aa that it is impos le for God himself to uphold his moral coy 
crnment, over intelligent creatures, when once his law hath fa i 
intocontempt. He may i: ed govern them by i sistible force 
as he governs the material world: but he cannot govern by 
law, by rewards a 1 pa ishments 
If God n sintain the authority of slaw hy the fliction of th 
per y, it will appear that he acts co tent the Je i 
und executive parts of his government. But if he were net t u 
flict the penaity, he would act and appear toact an | ws Fi 
part: or to be inconsistent with himself. If the auth y of th 
ivine law be supported by the punishment of transeressors, it will 


most powerfully tend to restrain all intelligent creatures 


But if the auth rity of the 


law be not supported, it will 1 


( race and inyite to sin, than restrain from it. 


tor these reasons, which are indeed ail implied in s1 

( di mitv and a hority Ol the divine law. it wor ld } 

essary, had no atonement for sin been made, that the ; 
the law be inflicted on transgressors FE rds, Jun 
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The moral government of God manti- 
nost fests Wis character. 





ome 
vith « 411 God's vernment will be calcu sted. in the best manner 
1OW to di ver to hl creatures, his own true cl uracter: a 1 
w- g e picture ol 1 to the world. (hat this is, and ever W 
r of e case, may certainly be « ycluded from the uuch 
and rsa re ) G id G is works will 4 e ¢ arried n wiih " 
ther cle n with which they were originally becun. His ‘ 
in ‘ ected, uniform, and harp ious. With Him there ts no 
m v ible «. nor evea shadow of turning. As he gave birth to 
hle creation with a view to display the excellencis i his own ™ 
nly i 3 acter; with the sa \ v, 2 r the same desi! 
; end, he continues, ] erves and governs the world. For his} 
us they now are, as well as or lly were created. All 
Ces- thai God ys, and all that he does. have one uniform and ¢ 
the rious ohject in vies And his government 1s as trué i 
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. to t iat cript oft divine } fection A ! q é 
rOY- { ver expect to s¢ his av ten. and } characier ¢ 
llen l sé in what he does, as 12 W he ‘ in the 
ree. 4 it W rhe ha iven. I ® with th ame UuLOCTAL Ge- 
a bi $15! ue CI s, gives law, and admiiis ers government. 
The same g lesion W h expressed in Cl », will 
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se g hirth to the existence creatures. Wil ‘ i the gove 
Iu 
i ment er them. And should we entertain a thot hi that ¢ 
the mo \ vent will not be eternally admini i uch 
will MAuner stor xpress, fo the best adva re, | chai 
ais idmit, either that he has chan { h i 
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apt to suppose that this will always be their condition. Such 
worldly distinctions have a great impression on the min 1; and it 


these persons do not appear iblicly on the side of piety, many 
seem to think that religion is of little consequence, and that we 
can be truly saf ind respectable without it. By things remau 

as ihey were. they think it will a Wavs we thus. but with amu 

titud f men. there will be an amazing and an awtul ch e. 
From boundless wealth and all the means of a gavand amu 
life, they will go empty handed, naked, and friendless into the 


and there without aco 





. nforter meet the justice of a 


long-suffering and abused Judge. From power and office and in- 


fluence, which they supposed to be their own exclusively, and on 


which they depended for protection, they will go defenceless to a 


State ef woe. lt is difficult, for those® 


who possess these eart 





yaniages, to cenceive that they shall sink to such ruin, 
u below those whom they now despise. But if the word of God 
is to be credited, there will in very many cases be this change 


God seeth not as man seeth, and he judeeth not on the prineiple ot 


heman pride. He is not resisted in his way, nor can the present 
fluence-of man change the course of his power. He is as much 
the creator, proprietor and judge of the rich and powerful man, as 
he 13 of the poor and of the weak. He is as much the father ot 
one. as he is of the other. The ihterests of each are equally deas 
in his sicht—and with him there is no partiality on account of 





I iy adva itages,. Fhose who have the fewest adv intages ana 


liay sade the best use of them may still say. we are unprofitable 


fervanis; and these who have made an improper use, de serve to 


he cast down asa } ubishment for their misin provement 


O reader, thon wild be strangely surprised, on entering the in 


isible world, to see how the « 





hs parative conditions of men are 
altered fram what the y now are ! Mar ya Lazarus *' many afflict- 
ed, distressed ones; many were friendless on earth: who 
were despised and communed only with God and Christ; who 


wished to retire from the show and temptation of the 


in 





they should be ensnared ; whose pleasures were 
word of God, and in their closets, and in administering to the ne 
Cessities of those who were poor and unobserved in life like them- 
solves; many such thou wilt find in the place of angels! 





e company of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob! How many such thou 
wilt find purified in the blood of Christ, and sanctified by his Spi- 


rit, so as to be without spot or stain in the presence of the Lard! 


tis servants, his messengers, his ministers and his honored ones in 
‘ _— F r } j 
he kingdom ofglory ! On the earth they 1 ivedevil things t 
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heaven they are comforted.—thcy have become kings and pries‘s 


+ 
, the Lord, and pillars m his evei g te uple ! Suchw he 
1 ty its of the rec ming blood « ’ s.a rd he wi! see |} irae 
vail of bis 8 and he satisfied with the glory that is given to ‘l 
n ers of his spiritual body. The higher they are raised from 
the low and despised condition they bad here on earth, the m 


the riches, the fulness and the sovereignty of his grace will be 


forever adored. 


As some will thus be purifie 1, and confessed and exalted forever 


in the presence of the Father and hefore his holy ange ls; so how 
awfully. will many sink from the highest advantages on earth, to 








the lowest place in the pains ef eferni . Whe have 


y 





heen creat on earth, and maa » trembie. will wish 
« 


fora dre | of water from the finger of a giorifled Lszarus to cool the 


} ’ 


breadth of influence in the concerns of this life; who had the ad- 


istment of other men’s properties according to their will, the 
prejudices, and iheir own latent selfsh designs; who made laws 
for their fellow creatures according to the feelings of their own } 
sions. without rezard to mercy a le TNILY ; why J aved and ex 
cuted with much woridiy solemnity and importance, but noti Y. 


fear of the Almighty, and with hearts of compassion; who wer 


filled with the profusion of the world, and walked throughdife in 
A 





pride of self-consequence, and the parade which gratifies a vain 
heart ; who in these circumstances forgot that they were sinners, 
were made of the same clay, must co to the same grave, must 
at lon the same level with their meaner neighbors he e the 
glorious bar of Gol: how many such, from every land and fron 
€ ry ave of the world, will say, * Father Al ham, send « 
th who are now in thy bosom, that he may dip the tip ef hie f 
ger in water and cool my tongue !°—Sirong. 
at eae 
° c 4 
and Reformat 
Delusion and Reformation. 
* Thouch I was the slave of sin, yet, my conse ce not bei 
° . , 
pacified, and my pring iples not greatly corrupted, there seem 
some hope concerning me ; but at length Satan took a ve effect 
nal m. thod of silencing my convictions, that! micht sleep secure. 


ly in my sins ; and justly wasI given over to strong delusions t 


. ¥ 








104 PE CHRISTIAN Mares 


‘ : tolera an’s ¢ ‘ s ed 
‘ } elle 1G 1 
e « j 1 j 
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i ‘ ! _ { t “A ‘ 
t j ‘ 4 . 
‘ i wl ‘ vn } At t 
t'\6 (; ‘ - } t 
lown to?! ne and 
I t} ¢ ‘ ‘ te. 
, ° wr | A 1 f 
" ? a , y ! 
’ ‘ i 
‘ ak ¢ ‘ { ' I 
} . 


gued i t that t . 4) tor- 
i e WE é t 

1as i rt o . * 

é ' With es We P 

« | } } ; . c ce. 

ti ' l | e ii < a 4 hevel 
be st y ° 

i » ta tT atte } » Aen to 

holy A I und such ¢ versies, I was near. 


' i . | é F \ i in 
fi ole v i v i ( vt \- 
c 4 if l t W ’ ~ 
n e'y re isite r rey i! sing tn cir ine pre ex 
amination 
hus with a heart full of lv Iness ; my I- 
ted witb many irepent 1 en sins wit} it ‘ y 
A rf imercy ne praver ior t lor ass i i s 
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4 what I was about t lo: after having conc aled my real 
; ; i under the mask i geneTai express s: aiter ha 
is "4 ed ticles dire¢ ye tr y to what I believed * al 
j having blasphemously de ured, in the presence of God and oi 
this ; ngregation, in the most solemn manner, sealing it with the ! 
> per, that | judge i myself to be * inwardly moved by the ! 
ed Ghost totake that office upon me”—not knowing or beli 
Bsa that there was any Lioly Ghost,—on September the 20th, 177 
lw dained a deacc 
ny ol ” 
‘a , * For ever blessed be the God of al! long-suffering and mercy, 
— v } patience with such a rebel and blasphemer ; such an tr- 
es evereut trifler with his majesty ; and such a presumptous intr 
ht er into his sacred minisiry ! | never think of this daring wi 
4% ness, without being filled with amazement that [ am out of h 
ts. ; without adoring that gracious God, who permi'ted such an 
ae cious sinner to live, yea, to serve him, and with acceptance, I t 
ind. to call him Father, and as his minister to speak in his nam 
h as * Bless the Lord, O my soul, and, all that is within me, bless 
I holy name ! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his! 
ea- fits! who forgiveth all thy iniquities, and healeth all thy di: 
es: who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; who crowt 
: with loving. kindness and tender mercies! May lI tervently |! 
ire very humbly and devotedly serve that God, who hath mu 
hiitts ; plied his mercies in abundantly pardoning my complicated | 
¢ for atious !—Srott. 
hae 
ie 
nce. 


wer POETRY. 


into eveccece 
car. 
pre Sin’s Deceit. 
1 it 
he . 


Sin, when view'd by scripture-light, 


ee 


Is a horrid, hatetul sight ; 
But when seen in Satan’s glass 


Then it wears a pleasing face. 


——— 
Pitan nS Hiv ap a 


When the gospel-trumpet sounds, 


— ie 
Vhen I think how grace abound 
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The bee a sweet reward obtains, 
a And honey well repays his pais ; 
a H ie ft he hive he bears the re, 
, And then returns in quest of more. 
a 
Pe But no sweet flow’rs that grace the field 
Can honey to the spider yield ; 
A cobweba that he can spl, 
% And poison ali he stores within. 
Thus in that sacred field, the Word, 
Wiih flow’rs of God's own p! anting stor’ 
i bees his children fee and thrive, 
F ing home honey to the hive. 
4 T! , spider like the wicked come, 
And s¢ o taste the sweet perfume 
But che e venom o! their hearts 
To poison all their food converts. 
4] From the same truths believers prize 
: | 
Th y weay Vain reluges ol] lies: 
And irom ihe promise licence draw, 


To trifle with the holy law. 


Lord, shall thy word of life and love, 


} if c 18s O] dea ht sumbers pr ve : 
[ I 
Uniess thy grace our hearts renew, 
We sink to hell, with heav’n in view. 
NEWTo?R 
1 


ANECDOTES. 





DOD. 


Mr. Dod, an eminent mimister, being s*licited to play at cards, 
arose trom hi uf, and uncovered his head. The company asked 
him what he was going todo. He repiied, ** To crave Uod’s biess- 


yng.” The yimt 1ediately exclaimed, ** We never ask a biessing 


on such an occasion.» ** Then,” said he, ** lnever engage in any 





thing, but on what I can beg of God to give his blessing. 
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BOLINGBROKE. 


The late lord B——-——-e, the celebrated infidel, was one day 


reading in Calvin’s Institutions. A clergyman of his k iship’s ac. 
quainiance coming on a visit, lord B. said to n, * You have 
canght me reading John Calvin. He was indeed aman of great 
} rts, profound sense, and vast lcarniug. He handles the d 
tr s of grace in a very masterly unner.”? ** Docirin if race 
repli the cler yman. ** ine aocti é evace Dave sé€: ail miane 
kine her by the ears am pi hear y s 
‘ li wi pi se88 47 10 | 
‘ is lho-e doctrines ( Lue ) | i- 
e,. a iti elleve tht ie s i icin | 4114 he 
« ) vi that the ¢ i ‘ he vy the 
st) wié ‘ {Cur al ity ~ i se) i i + Te- 
ligi \ 1 the 1 tis commitied to the care of such 


unchristian Wreitches as you 


BROWN. 


No doubt.” said the late Mr. Brown, of Haddington, “I have 
met with trials as well as others; yet so kin ulh God beta to 
me, that |] think, if God were to give me as ma ryears as i: nave 
already lived, in the worid, | would not desire one single circum 
atance in my k* changed, except that] wish { had less sin. It 
might be writen on my coffin, * Here lies one of the cares of prov- 


;denee, who early wanted both father and mother, audneyer miss- 


ed them. 
FENELON. 


When Archbishops Fenelon’s library was on_ fire “ God be 
praised,” said he, “that it is not the habitation of some poor 


” 
man. 


SPINOLA. 


replied he, 


te 


‘* Pray, of what did your brother die ?” said the Marquis Spino- 
la, one day, to Sir Horace Vere. ‘*‘He died, Sir, 
‘of having nothing to do.” ‘“* Alas! Sir,” said * pinola, ** that is 


enough to kill any general of as all.” 














